Dental needs assessment survey: three Florida counties.
Dental needs assessment surveys were completed in three Florida counties (1987 - Lee County), (1988 - Pasco County) and (1989 - St. Lucie County). The data collected were then compared with the results from the national caries prevalence surveys in 1979-80 and 1986-87, by individual county and with the combined three-county total. Visual tactile examinations were done using the Radlike criteria for the DMFS index and the WHO Treatment Needs Index. Schools were selected based on the percent of students enrolled in the free or reduced lunch program and by geographic distribution. Although there were age group differences within individual counties, the combined data showed every age group except the seven year olds at a lower DMFS mean level than the data from the 1986-87 national survey for Region IV. The differences range from -.20 surfaces in 8-year-olds to -.57 surfaces in 13-year-olds. None of the differences were statistically significant from the national surveys. This indicates that these small scale surveys are a reliable method for needs assessment.